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Introduction
The beauty of a tree contributes to the serenity of man, to soothe and to help integrate
him into the world of the living.

The Municipality of Rawdon, surrounded by mountainous forests, is an environment
that is urban as well as rural and agricultural. The tree is crucial to reducing erosion,
slowing water runoff, improving the protection of shorelines, enhancing the landscape
and providing citizens with a pleasant living environment. Although people recognize
the benefits of trees, collectively we make life very difficult for them. This is why it is
essential, if not vital, to adopt a tree policy and to make sure that it is respected. We
need to integrate environmental concerns into all management practices. The tree is a
living being that deserves our respect. We must protect the heritage of past
generations for future generations. This will make for genuine prosperity.

This policy aims to define clear guidelines and techniques based on current situation
analysis to ensure the continuity of our arboreal heritage.

I. The mission
« Recognize the tree’s importance and its prominent

place in our environment in order to treasure and
protect it »

II. Our values

Respect
Fairness
Transparency
Commitment
Loyalty

III. The current situation
We must develop a portrait of the Municipality to identify what the area’s needs and
specifications are. Data must be collected on tree cover as well as the state of
shorelines and wetlands. We must also determine the characteristics of housing
and agricultural developments and zones that require reforestation.

IV. The challenges
A biodiversity issue
Biodiversity is the capacity of natural environments and urban trees to provide
essential ecological services that regulate systems, supplying living beings with
food, water, fuel and genetic material. The biodiversity challenge can be broken
down into four main elements:
1. The presence of local ecosystems that are capable of regulating the
territory’s ecological functions, to mitigate the effects of droughts and floods;
2. Maintaining the biodiversity of ecosystems, wildlife habitats and life cycles;
3. Improving air quality, filtering of fine particles and fixing CO2;
4. Improving water quality by regulating runoff.

A social issue
A social issue is reflected by the presence of the land’s structural elements
that improve residents’ health and quality of life through:


The creation of cool areas.



The reduction of winds and creation of microclimates that contribute to
the townspeople’s comfort and wellbeing.



The improvement of the overall health of citizens by the practice of
physical and recreational activities.



The enhancement of the landscape by the presence of a significant
number of trees that contribute to the quality of the environment and to
people’s wellbeing, sense of pride and belonging.



The improvement of coexistence by reducing noise, odours and
allowing for more privacy by way of a visual display.

An economic issue
The economic issue is expressed through the recognition of the value of the
ecological services rendered by the systems:


Recognizing the tree as a tourist attraction.



Mitigation of the impacts of flooding, shoreline erosion, droughts and
excessive nutrients through runoff.



Enhancing the attractiveness of properties located near a natural site
or that have significant vegetation cover.



Regional economic contribution of maple syrup producers.



Regional economic contribution of forest producers in keeping with
selective harvesting.

V. The guidelines and objectives
a. Recognize, maintain, preserve and develop the Municipality’s public
and private arboreal heritage.
b. Improve natural habitat conservation efforts.
c. Enlist all stakeholders by raising awareness on the importance of trees
and giving them the means to carry out their efforts.

GUIDELINE A

Recognize, maintain, preserve (protect) and develop the
Municipality’s public and private arboreal heritage.

OBJECTIVES
Recognize
Develop an inventory of the forest cover on municipal territory (% of territory,
distribution of species, age, overall health vs risk assessment).
a. Make a list of exceptional trees (by involving the population in the
creation of this directory).
b. Identify trees that require regulatory protection.
c. Identify the factors that jeopardize trees.

Maintain
d. Identify the factors that jeopardize trees.

Preserve
e. Protect forest cover by updating current regulations pertaining to the
cutting and replacement of trees.
f. Assess the state of forest cover and ensure the conservation of
wooded areas in construction and development projects.
g. Promote the conservation of natural habitats on private property.

Develop
h. Develop an incentive program for the planting of diverse native trees
and ensure a gradual renewal of trees where necessary.

Manage
i. Adopt and enforce regulations in accordance with the objectives.
j. Establish an action plan to better manage events that threaten
ecosystems.
k. Develop an asset management program.

GUIDELINE B

Improve natural habitat conservation efforts.

OBJECTIVES
a. Recognize forest and wetland specifics, landform and the flow pattern
of runoff.
b. Develop a tree conservation program in natural and agricultural areas.
c. Diversify the planting of native species adapted to different ecological
environments.
d. Establish criteria for the conservation of trees and shrubs according to
ecosystem specifications in rural areas.
e. Promote the naturalization of shorelines and ditches near watercourses
according to the ecosystem’s specifications.

GUIDELINE C
Enlist all stakeholders by raising awareness on the importance of
trees and giving them the means to carry out their efforts.

OBJECTIVES
a. Proper staff training with regards to the enforcement of regulations.
b. Ensure adequate funding for the implementation of the policy.
c. Devise a communication plan with the public.

d. Establish an acknowledgement plan for partners and collaborators
(industries, businesses, institutions) who contribute to the protection of
trees.
e. Use plain language when conveying information to the population
regarding the tree policy and its regulations.

VI. Rawdon Citizens Committee
Mr. Jean-Jacques Grenier
Mr. David-Luc Fournier
Mr. Benoit Laliberté
Mrs. Ghislaine Gauthier
Mr. Charles Caumartin
Mrs. Karina Rosenberg
Mr. Normand Lamothe
Mrs. Diane Mathurin
Mrs. Luce Beaudry
Mr. Eddie Cartier
Mr. Renald Breault

VII. Environment Advisory Committee
Mrs. Louise Poirier
Mr. Renald Breault
Mr. Charles Caumartin
Mr. Pierric Bruneau
Mr. Michel Malo
Mrs. Francine Castonguay
Mr. Jean-Jacques Grenier

VIII. Municipality
Mrs. Louise Poirier, councillor
Mr. Renald Breault, councillor
Mr. Denis Hénault
Mr. Rémi Racine
Mr. François Dauphin

IX. References and borrowings
Politique de l’arbre du Haut-Richelieu
Politique de l’arbre de Notre-Dame-des-Prairies
Politique de l’arbre de Saint-Jean-sur-Richelieu
Politique de l’arbre de Saint-Hyacinthe
Politique de l’arbre de Vaudreuil-Soulanges
Politique de l’arbre de Brossard
R1000 P.I.A.A. Canton Val-Pontbriand
Charte de l’arbre de la ville de Roubaix, France

